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Activity #2 « Prereadir _ .....uau0n/Glossary
Use Before Reading

Directi b i
rections: Match each of the following words with the correct definition.

Anglo-Saxons
old English
Geats

A
lnd)2;
s

Danes

4.
B SSwedes'
i lites

____ 7. Scandinavians
S8 epic
a9 heroic code
___ 10. metaphor
___ 11. mead-hall
___ 12. kenning
___ 13. alliteration
___ 14. caesura
___15. allusion
___ 16. symbolism

A 7= foll

= 13 pagan
___19. Christian

a. long narrative poem about a great hero
b. comparison between two things; does not use “like” or “as”
c. members of Germanic tribes: Angles, Saxons, Jutes

d. reference to a historical or literary figure, event, or object
e. gathering place for warriors

f. members of an ancient Germanic people of Scandinavia
g. person who believes in Jesus as Christ

h. people who live in Denmark, Norway, and Sweden

i. metaphorical compound used in place of a name or noun

j. foundation of modern English
k. person who worships many gods or no god
1. repetition of identical initial consonant sounds or successive
vowel sounds -
m. the hero’s moral rules of right and wrong

n. members of Germanic tribes from Denmark and Germany

o. pause or break in the meter or rhythm of a line of verse

p. people from Denmark

q.
r. u
pefson who makes someon

people from Sweden

se of an object or idea to represent or sugg
e else seem better by contrast

jest another
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Directions:

Possible Themes

(general statements the
book makes about life)

Complete the story map below for Beowuf,

Point of View

Beovul
Activity #10 o Sory M&(’;
Use During and After Peading
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Lines 1-
A
e leld Sheafson?
for three R S How do the Danes feel about him? Name his descendants
2. *Identi
; *Desc:t})’ 0::- Tdetaphor that describes Beow as a boy.
o € Snhield Sheafson’s burial. Why d i
i > odnal. Why do you think the Danes observed this ritual?
; Whoe. a:'leastfone other historical burial rite about which you have read. N
. is kin i ict wi
. i build?g of the Danes during the conflict with Grendel? What hall does this
5. *Who is Grendel? What is his origin? i
¢ ? gin? What arouses his ? i
g e s anger? Why do you think he
6. What'does Grendel do to bring chaos to Hrothgar’s kingdom? How long has he
terrorized the Danes? Why doesn’t Hrothgar try to make peace with him?

7. Why doesn’t Grendel take over Hrothgar’s throne?
8. *What do Hrothgar’s counselors do in an attempt to stop Grendel? Why do you think

this is unsuccessful? 4 ; i

What does the Geat warrior plan to do? How.do his own people react?

10. *How does the Shieldings’ watchman react to the arrival of the Geat warriors? Why does
he allow them to enter? What do you think this reveals about the watchman?

n? How do

Lines 320-661, pp. 23-45 : g
1. *Identify the leader of the Geat warriors. For what characteristic is he know

you think he earned this reputation?

2. Identify Wulfgar. What is his role? b o
ibe hi loits? Do you think he exaggerates? = *

. *How does Beowulf .deswgnbe hls“exp . : g
3 ‘Beowulf intend to ﬁght Grendel? Do you think this is feasible? ¢, 3¢
4. *How does AN ] o
S Beowulf’s father, Ecgtheow? a0

07 How does Beowulf respond to .
h of the men? V52

4

does he do s
confrontation reveals about eac

aspond to Beowulf?

defeats Grendel?
is quest to defeat Grendel?
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his belief in fate.

Name
Lines 662-1007 , 45-67 self, and
1. *Quote lines uia{’fx,,.m Beowulf's faith In God, his falth llfﬂh';“t’m“cvcs i them equa Iy.
ts the most falth In or J s P, will

Explain which one you think he pu
nk will happen to them? What

“What do the other Geat warriors thi

happen to Beowulf and the others?

Identify three of the kennings that refer to Grendel In lines 704-789.

to help him? What

3.
. What happens when Grendel first enters Heorot Hall?
“Describe Beowull’s battle with Grendel, Why are his warriors unable

S,
do you think is Beowull's strongest attribute?
What trophy does Beowulf display after his battle with Grendel?
7. Identify the place to which Grendel retreats. How do the men trace his trail?
*What tale does the minstrel interweave into his song about Beowulf? Why do you think
m Grendel?

8.
he does so?
Whom does Hrothgar credit with sending Beowulf to deliver the Danes fro

9.
10. What happens in Heorot immediately after Grendel’s defeat?
11. *Prediction: What will happen to Grendel?
R

Lines 1007-1250, pp. 67-89

1. Briefly describe the victory feast in Heorot. Wha

Hrothgar and Wealhtheow?
2. *Explain the tale of Hildeburh in your own words. Why do you think this story

t gifts does Beowulf receive from

is significant?
3. *What terms are included in the truce between Hengest and Finn? Why do you think the

truce is unsuccessful?

4. What happens to Hildeburh?
5. *Identify the sons of Wealhtheow and Hrothgar. What does Wealhtheow hope Hrothulf
do if Hr?thgar dies?

will do for them? What do you think he wi
. What happens to the torque of gol m Hrothgar and Wealhtheow?
. *Why do you think the ; le?
- *Prediction: What




