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Remember these are just prompts to get you thinking. You may need to alter your prompt to be appropriate for the task. 
Narrative writing involves the production of stories or personal essays. It encourages writers to use their creativity and powers of observation to develop stories that can capture a reader's imagination. It recounts a personal or fictional experience or tells a story based on a real or imagined event. Examples include autobiographies or fictional stories. 
1. Think of a real experience you have had that would be hard to forget. Think about what makes it so hard to forget. Tell what happened. 
2. Think about your best holiday celebration ever. Write an essay to tell about this celebration and why it was your favorite. 
3. Think about how you spend Saturdays during the school year. Pick out a particularly memorable Saturday, and explain exactly what you did that day and why it was especially memorable. 
4. Remember the best school assembly ever. Write an essay telling what happened, how the audience responded, and why the assembly was important. 
5. Write a letter to an old classmate about an event in elementary school that was the most memorable to you. 
6. Have you ever been stranded in a place you didn't want to be? Maybe your parents forgot to pick you up after a ball game, and you were left stranded long after everyone else had gone home. 
7. You won a school contest that allowed you to be teacher-for-a-day. Write about your experience as teacher-for-a-day. 
8. You and your family went on a camping trip during the weekend. A friend of yours, who has never been camping, wants to know what it was like. Write a letter to your friend telling about one evening of your weekend camping trip. 
9. Pretend your favorite book character or comic book character came to life for a day. Write a story for your classmates about the character that came to life for a day. 
10. We all have memories connected to our experiences. Think about an experience you feel you'll always remember. Try to picture the time, the place, and the people involved. Try to remember everything you can about this experience. Write about the experience you remember. Be sure to include enough details so that your reader can share your experience. Show why this memory stands out for you. 
11. Weather can affect your life. Think about a time in your life when you have been affected by some kind of weather. Write an article for a popular young people's magazine. Tell about your experience so that other young people can understand what it was like. 
12. Choose something for show & tell, but rather than bringing your object to class, your job is to write a short story that shows us the object and tells us why it's important to you. You'll need to use lots of details to demonstrate the significance of the object -- use your words to create images that show readers the object and why it is important to you. 
13. Write about a time you experienced or learned something for the first time. It could be when you first rode a bike or learned a new game. It could have been your first day of school, your first train or plane ride, or your first trip to an amusement park. First experiences are special for some reason. They may be funny, scary, or exciting. 
14. Write about a time when you were surprised. It could have been a birthday party or when you got something you had not expected. It could be when you planned something and it did not turn out the way you thought it would. It could have been when someone came for a surprise visit. Surprises can be funny, scary, or exciting. 
15. Write about a time when you did something that made you feel good. It could be when you helped a team, sang, or played music for others. It could be a time when you were nice or did a special favor for someone. It could be when you did something you had never done before. The important thing is that you felt good about what you did. 
16. Because you have been sick, out of town, or working on other homework, you didn't have as much time to study for an important test as you needed. Think of a specific test that you took that you felt unprepared for and narrate the events. Your paper should help readers understand what it felt like to be unprepared. 
17. Think of an experience when you realized that you suddenly understood an idea, a skill, or a concept you had been struggling with. Write a narrative that tells the story of your movement toward understanding. Your paper should help readers understand how you felt to struggle with the idea or skill and then to understand. 
18. Choose a vivid time from your childhood. Narrate the events related to the childhood memory that you've chosen so that your readers will understand why the event was important and memorable. 
19. Think of a time when you achieved a personal goal. Tell your readers about the story of how you met your goal. Be sure that your readers understand why the goal is important to you. 
20. Think about an event in your life that seemed bad but turned out to be good. Tell the story of the event that you experienced and help your readers understand how an event that seemed negative turned out to have valuable consequences. 
21. Teaching someone else how to do something can be rewarding. Think of a skill that you've taught someone else how to do. Think about the events that made up the process of teaching the skill, and narrate the story for your readers. 
22. Choose a time when you did something that took a lot of nerve, a time when you didn't follow the crowd or a time when you stood up for your beliefs. Think about the details of the event and write a story that tells about what happened. Your narrative should show your readers why you decided to make a stand or try something that took nerve, give specifics on the events, and share how you felt after the event. 
23. Think of a time when you disagreed with a decision that had been made and did something about it. Write a paper that narrates the events that occurred -- from the decision that was made to your response. Be sure that your paper gives enough details that your readers understand why you disagreed with the decision and why you felt that your response was appropriate. 
24. Think about either your first or last day of school. Write a story to a friend telling about that day. Be sure to describe the atmosphere and tell what impressed you most about your experience. 
25. Imagine you are a newspaper reporter covering the Revolutionary War. You find yourself pinned down by a wave of enemy troops. Write a newspaper story telling readers what your experience is like. 
26. Suppose you woke up one morning to find that (everyone had disappeared, there was no electricity, telephones stopped working, the world had run out of gasoline, the Earth had left its orbit, etc.) Write an account for future generations of what life is like with this sudden change. 
27. Tell a friend about an experience that you had involving an animal. It might be an experience with your pet, someone else's pet, or even a wild animal. Be sure to tell the story in a way that shows why this experience was memorable to you. 
28. A travel agency is looking for exciting vacation destinations that are a bit out of the ordinary. Imagine that the agency asks you to explore (a particular country, city, or area). Write an account for them that describes the interesting experiences you had there. 
29. Imagine that you find a page torn from a short story that has only two lines: "That's how I became known as 'Captain.' THE END" For a friend, create another story that could still end with this page. 
30. Tell about a time when you were embarrassed. 
31. Think of a friend you have, in or out of school. Tell one story that comes to mind when you think of this friend. 
32. Write about one day you will never forget. Tell what happened and why it was special, memorable, or meaningful. 
33. Write about an hour that you would like to live over again. 
34. Retell a fairy tale from the villain's point of view.  
35. Think about something that happened at school that you will remember for a long time. Tell what happened. 
36. Imagine that the time is late at night, you are at home when the telephone rings. Create a story that includes this scene. 
37. All children have fun with their friends. Think about a friend you have. This friend might be a classmate, neighbor, family member or pet. Think about something fun you have done together. Now tell about a time you had fun with your friend. 
38. Sometimes we wonder what it would be like if we could fly. Imagine that you woke up one morning and were able to fly. Write a story about where you went and what you did. 
39. Many of you have been in a situation that you did not think was fair. It may have been something that happened to you or someone else. Think about a time you thought, "It's not fair." Write to tell the reader about something that happened to you that was not fair. 
40. We have all taken trips, even if it is to the library or grocery store. Think about a trip you have taken. Where did you go? Why did you go there? What was it like? Write about a trip you have taken. 
41. We have all had happy things happen to us that we will never forget, like getting a good grade, being picked for a team or winning an award. Think about some unforgettable thing that has happened to you. What happened? How did you feel? Tell about this memorable experience so that your reader can picture it in his or her mind. 
42. Have you ever thought of just the right thing to say or do after an experience was over? Here is your chance to rewrite history. For your literary school magazine, write a narrative about something that happened to you - but make this story unfold just the way you wish it had in real life. 
43. A younger relative has just learned that he wasn't chosen to be in his school talent show. Disappointed, he has come to you for advice and support. What kind of story might you write to give him hope, comfort, and encouragement? You might think back over your own disappointments and successes. Then write a story based on one of these experiences to share with your relative. 
44. Think of a day in your life when everything seemed to be going wrong. Tell about it. 
45. Tell about a time when you felt proud. 
46. What is one of the funniest things that has ever happened to you? Retell the event as completely as you can. 
47. Recall a time when you felt really disappointed about something. Tell about this experience. 
48. Think of a day in your life when everything seemed to be going in your favor. Tell about it. 
49. Think about a really great vacation you took. Tell about one of your best days there. 
50. Think about a time when you felt you were treated unfairly. Tell about it. 
51. Think about a time when you felt scared about something. Tell about it. 
52. Think about a time when you felt important. Tell about it.  
53. Tell about a time you "saved the day." Your experience can either be one that really happened or one that you imagine. 
54. Suppose that one day you woke up and were grown up. Write a story about the first day you were grown up. 
55. Think about a time when you felt special. Write a story about this time that you felt special. 
56. One day at school, your teacher comes into the classroom, places a box on the floor, and leaves the room. Suddenly, the box begins to move. Write a story about what happens next. 
57. Think about a time you had an important responsibility. It may have been a time when you were asked to something or help someone. Write a store about this time when you had an important responsibility. 
58. What is the best place to go for vacation? Why? 
59. State your favorite animal and give reasons why. 
60. Write a composition for your classmates, describing the most interesting place you have ever visited, Describe in detail where the place is, how you got there, what you saw, and how you felt. 
61. For a children's magazine, describe your first attempt at playing a particular sport. The sport might be one that looked easy but turned out to be a real challenge, or it might be one that came quite naturally to you. Be sure to describe everything you did and how you felt. 
62. What are some of the more important or interesting experiences you have had in your life? Have you moved, lost something that was important to you, or overcome a big fear? As you grow older your memory of the events is bound to fade. So capture one of these experiences now in as much detail as possible by writing a journal entry about it. Be sure to tell why the event was important to you. 
63. Enter a magazine contest by writing an essay about somebody you admire. According to the contest rules, your hero should be a person you know well or a historical figure - male or female, living or dead - that you've heard or read about. Tell how you feel about your hero, what qualities you admire, and the ways in which you would like your life to be like your hero's. 
64. Have you seen a particularly skillful feat or performance by an athlete, a dancer, or an acrobat recently? Try to visualize the physical movements of the person, and write a description of the performance for the sports and entertainment section of your local newspaper. Use concrete details and imaginative comparisons to help your readers appreciate what you saw. 
65. Is there a special object or family tradition that is important to everyone in your family? For example, do you have an heirloom that has been handed down through generations, a quilt your grandmother made, or a special way of celebrating birthdays? For a younger relative - perhaps even for someone who hasn't been born yet - describe this family treasure or tradition in as much detail as you can. 
66. For an audience of your classmates, write a description of a particular time and place that you know well, such as your room on a rainy afternoon, the video arcade after school, or the waiting area at your doctor's office on a busy day. Use as many specific sensory details a you can. Try to capture the moment - and share how you felt about it. 
67. Think about a time you experienced or learned something for the first time. It could be when you first rode a bike or learned a new game. It could have been your first day of school, your first train or plane ride, or your first trip to an amusement park. First experiences are special for some reason. They may be funny, scary, or exciting. Choose one time when you experienced something or learned something for the first time. Tell about the time by giving details about what you did, how you felt, and why this experience was special or important for you. 
68. The thing that I regret most about my life is _____________________. 
69. If I could accomplish one more thing, I would ___________________. 
70. The accomplishment that I am proudest of is ___________________. 
71. The saddest moment in life was when ________________________. 
72. My favorite childhood memory is _____________________________. 
73. The thing that scares me the most is _________________________. 
74. Once I went on a trip to.... 
75. Write a story about a ride in a hot air balloon. 

