English 9 Syllabus- Ms. Myers
E-mail: rachel.myers@sc-aggies.us
Website: http://aggieclassroom.weebly.com/
Welcome to English 9! I am excited to start out the new year, and I hope you are as well! Below is a general explanation of what we will be doing in this class.
Course Description and Objectives
The primary focus of this class is to build you grammatical, writing, reading, and critical thinking skills. We will cover various elements of grammar along with an introduction to literature, including units on short stories and novels. 
Requirements

· Write journal entries
· Create a writing portfolio 

· Read assigned texts by assigned date (announced in class)

· Participate in class discussions
· Complete assigned projects and essays
· Do in-class exercises, quizzes, and other activities 

· Maintain regular, punctual attendance

Materials Needed:

· Spiral notebook 

· Notebook paper

· At least two folders

· Pens/Pencils
Class Participation and Expectations
Each student is expected to contribute positively to the learning environment of the English classroom.
· Students making a positive contribution:
· take responsibility for their own success in class
· listen attentively 

· exhibit self-control 

· respect classmates and teacher
· raise their hands when they have a question or want to make a comment
· work independently (unless instructed otherwise)
· do their class work efficiently and carefully
· behave safely in the classroom
· walk into class quietly when they are late
· bring their materials to class for each meeting
· take care of bodily needs (drinks, restroom breaks, etc.) outside of regular class time so that they can devote the full time to class activities and not disturb others by walking out and back in
· seek to preserve a quiet environment so all class members can listen and concentrate
· follow the classroom social contract

Students who choose these behaviors make English class better for themselves and others.
· Behaviors that disturb the learning environment include (but are not limited to):
· acting disrespectfully to classmates or the teacher

· talking out of turn (without raising a hand to be acknowledged)
· blurting out irrelevant comments
· making comments that are off-topic and demonstrate that a student is not paying attention
· criticizing, laughing at, or putting down other students
· poking, prodding, or otherwise disturbing another student
· sleeping or otherwise indicating disengagement from classroom activities
· walking around the room unnecessarily
· leaving classroom without permission
· behaving in an unsafe manner in the classroom
· using electronic devices without teacher permission
· failing to pay attention and follow directions
· violating the classroom social contract

A student who chooses to behave in a way that disturbs the positive learning environment in the classroom will be dealt with in the following ways:
1.) You will be asked the four questions. If you answer appropriately and choose to correct your behavior, and this is an isolated incident then we will move on. 

2.) If you choose not to answer appropriately or this is not an isolated incident, I will ask you to sign the consequence book at some point before you leave. I expect you to do this respectfully and quietly at an appropriate time. If this is not done, it will be seen as a second offense. 
3.) Upon your first offense in a marking period, signing the book constitutes your verbal warning. 

4.) Upon your second offense in a marking period you can expect a conversation with me about how we can best meet individual needs and encourage personal responsibility for behavior.
5.) Upon your 3rd offense in a marking period I will be contacting your parent.

6.) Any other incidents will result in a written referral to the administration. 

7.) The slate will be wiped clean each marking period. 
Make wise choices, and contribute positively to the English class learning environment! The intention of this policy is to help you self-manage YOUR behavior. No student should be allowed to hamper another student’s learning opportunity. Remember, I do not kick you out, you behave your way out. 
Attendance and Course Policies 
Each student is responsible for all material and assignments presented in class and is expected to maintain regular attendance at all class sessions. Conscientious, thorough, responsible students make better grades than students who make choices that diminish these characteristics. To encourage students to make wise choices for success in English class, these are the policies that apply:
· Assignment deadlines
Assignments are due at the beginning of the class period of the due date, unless otherwise announced by the teacher in class. Assignments worth less than 20 points may be turned in one day late for half credit unless special arrangements with the teacher have been made. Assignments worth more than 20 points may be turned in up to a week late for a reduction of 10% for each day late. 
· Excused absences
Work missed because of an excused absence (usually confined only to absences resulting from illness, a medical/dental appointment, a death in the immediate family, or a school-sponsored trip) must be made up as promptly as is practical. YOU are to initiate necessary arrangements the first day you return to class.

· Unexcused absences
Daily work, quizzes and tests missed because of unexcused absences or tardiness will be assigned a score of zero.
