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English I0
“[Multi-genre papers] recognize that there are many ways to see the world, many ways to show others what we see.”  ~Tom Romano, teacher, author, and “founder” of the multi-genre paper

Purpose:
The multi-genre paper asks students to see, understand, interpret, synthesize, and know their subject through multiple genres rather than a traditional or linear research-based paper.  In employing genres as both a lens and a rhetorical tool, the multi-genre research paper asks students to be explicitly creative and scholarly, to pay close attention to matters of style as well as matters of research.  The genres they write in, and the strength of the message, depends on the best choice of genre for their purpose.
What is a multi-genre paper?

It’s a collection of pieces written in a variety of genres, informed by your research on a particular subject, that presents one or more perspectives on a research question or topic.  A multi-genre paper is personal, creative, and can’t be copied from some other source.  It involves you, as a writer, making conscious decisions about what information is important and how it should be presented to the reader.
Okay, this is completely different from anything I have done before—what do I do?

As you research, you’ll need to consider your audience and what genre would be the most effective in communicating your message to that audience.  What genre will “speak” to the people you most want to reach?  And why?  You’ll need to be fully engaged in your research—don’t approach it as a scavenger hunt in which you collect information and spit it back out in an “academic” paper.  This is NOT that drill.  This goes beyond the academic paper in a variety of ways.  

	Group 1: Print Media

· Newspaper Article

· Obituary

· Editorial

· Letter to the Editor

· Advice Column

· Magazine Article

· Recipe

· Application-job, school, etc.

· Wanted Poster

· Headlines/Front Page

· Dictionary of specific language

· Mission Statement


	Group 2: Visual with Words

· Poster

· Invitation

· Ad

· Travel Brochure

· Greeting Card

· Cartoon

· Bumper Sticker

· Business Cards

· Invitation

· Response to Art

· Neighborhood Flyers

· PowerPoint
	Group 3: Visual Display

· Picture/Photograph
· Graph/Chart
· Map
· Certificate-award, death, degree
· Storyboard
· Postcard
· Menu
· Scrapbook Page
· Magazine Cover

	Group 4: Informational

· Interview

· Timeline

· Directions

· Campaign Speech

· Assignment Sheet

· Resume

· Encyclopedia Entry

· Memo

· Lab Report

· Calendar/Agenda

· Membership Cards

· Will

· Police Report

· Pro/con List


	Group 5: Creative Writing

· Diary Entry

· Song

· Poem—many variations!

· Short Story

· Personal Narrative

· Conversation

· Pledge

· Top Ten List

· Travel Journal

· Report Card

· Telegram

· Prayers/Meditations

· Eulogy
· Letter

	


Here is a starting point:  You must have SEVEN genres for this project and ONE MUST come from each group —that is the only requirement in regard to genre choice.  (You may come up with others!)  
Keep in mind you must have at least 800 WORDS!!! This does not include the research paper. 
Your Multi-genre Project will include:

· Title Page

· An Opening/Preface/Forward/Introduction that will greet the readers, introduce the subject, and provide any other information you think the readers should know.

· Table of Contents

· Seven genres- including 5 different genres from different categories.  (If you have an idea that is not listed see me for approval please).

· Epilogue

· Works Cited Page
· ALL notes

· An edited copy of your research paper
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[image: image2.wmf]Okay, take a deep breath…the good news is you already did much of the research during your paper AND you will have some work time in class.
The Elements of the Multi-genre Project

	Section
	Description
	Helpful Hints

	1. Title Page 


	This cover page includes the following information : 

· title (not label) 

· your full name 

· the date  

· teacher & course name 

· graphics, borders, creative stuff 
	

	2. Table of Contents
	This page will help your reader navigate your project.  Each genre is listed with its title following. Each title is significant and meaningful on its own.
	

	3. Opening/Preface 

     
	This preface, forward, or introduction will greet readers and give a bit of background information about your project.  You'll need to introduce the subject and anything you think the reader should know about you and/or your project before they read it.
	What kind of information might I include in the preface?
· how you came up with your idea

· why you chose your topic 

· why your topic is important 

· an introduction to a main character 

· a description of a crucial setting or central activity 

· a theme that will be carried through your genres 

· what you learned about your topic and/or genres. 

	3.  Body 

Your body consists of seven base pieces from five different genres. The word count needs to add up to 800 words!  
	The body of your multi-genre project is composed of the various pieces you create to help your reader understand your subject.  Some of the pieces will be written, some visual, and some a combination. 
	To unify the separate pieces, it may be a good idea to have a phrase at the top of each page reminding the reader of your unifying theme. 


	4. Epilogue
	This is your conclusion. It should have its own page. 
	Some aspects you might include:

· how writing about this topic has changed your perspective on your topic 

· what you learned overall 

· how you felt about using the multi-genre medium to write rather than just writing a traditional story/essay 

· what you hope your audience learns from your multi-genre web 

· what you feel you accomplished from this project overall 

· any information that would help clarify anything you wrote 

	6. Works Cited 

You must have two (minimum) sources from a variety of information types.

You must cite at least 2 sources.  That may mean you use more than 2 in your research, but decide to only use information from some of them in your project.  The 2 sources that you cite must be used in some way in your final project.  Your resources may be found in a variety of places.  My advice would be to start in the library, either here at school or in our public library.  The librarian is a great resource for help, so make sure to bring your questions to him/her.  From there you can go to the computer, browsing through online journals and article indexes.  Once you have a good idea of your topic, the Internet will be a great tool for focused researching.  Try to use both primary and secondary sources.  Primary sources are created at the time period you are researching.  They include letters, newspaper articles, diary entries, etc.  Secondary sources are sources created after the fact that reflect on the event or time period.  They often analyze the primary sources.


	This list of your sources includes a brief description of the source and its value to your project 

 
	


Adapted from:

"Everything you need to know to succeed." Your Multi-genre Web. 2002. 7 Jan 2007 <http://www.sheboyganfalls.k12wi.us/cyberenglish9/multi_genre.htm>.
The project will be presented in a 3 ring binder. Below is a general guideline of the layout. There should be dividers/tabs between each section.

1-Title Page

2-Table of Contents

3-Preface/Opener

4-Body (7 genres)

5-Epilogue

6-Works Cited

7-A fresh and EDITED version of your research paper

8-ALL your notes and research! 

Don’t forget that when selecting your genres, your total project needs to add up to 800 words! You can’t just do all bumper stickers and flyers because you won’t have enough words.
Grading Rubric for Multi-Genre Project

(This page needs to be included in your binder)

Grammar/Mechanics 
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X2=________/20

Followed Directions (On time, Worked Diligently, Included all elements (#’s 1-8 on previous page), Word count, 7 genres-5 from each category, etc. 
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X3=_________/30

Overall Quality/Presentation/Creativity 
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X3=_________/30

Total:

_________/80
